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Coldplay – ‘Fix you’ 
 

 
Task 1:  Listen and match the lines correctly 

1. When you try your best,              A. but you can't sleep 

2. When you get what you want,             B. in reverse 

3. When you feel so tired,               C. but you don't succeed 

4. Stuck                 D. but not what you need 

Task 2: Listen and fill-in the gaps with the correct words from the box 

Face      Lose      Love   Come     Replace   Waste 

And the tears come streaming down your face 

When you lose something you can't replace 

When you love someone, but it goes to waste 

Could it be worse? 

Task 3: Listen to the chorus  

Lights will guide you home 
And ignite your bones       
And I will try to fix you        
 
Task 4: Listen and fill-in the gaps with the correct words from the box 
 

If  up  you’ll  in  down    to 

 
And high up above or down below 
When you're too in love to let it go 
But if you never try you’ll never know 
Just what you're worth 
 
(Chorus) 
Lights will guide you home 
And ignite your bones 
And I will try to fix you 
 
Task 5: Listen and put the sentences in order 
 
(2) When you lose something you cannot replace 
(1) Tears stream down on your face 
(4) And on your face I... 
(3) Tears stream down on your face 
 
(4) And on your face I... 
(1) Tears stream down on your face 
(2) I promise you I will learn from my mistakes 
(3) Tears stream down on your face 
 
(Chorus) 
Lights will guide you home 
And ignite your bones 
And I will try to fix you 
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Coldplay – ‘Fix you’ 
 
When you try your best, but you don't succeed 
 
When you get what you want, but not what you need 
 
When you feel so tired, but you can't sleep 
 
Stuck in reverse 
 
 
And the tears come streaming down your face 
 
When you lose something you can't replace 
 
When you love someone, but it goes to waste 
 
Could it be worse? 
 
 
Lights will guide you home 
 
And ignite your bones 
 
And I will try to fix you 
 
 
And high up above or down below 
 
When you're too in love to let it go 
 
But if you never try you'll never know 
 
Just what you're worth 
 
 
Tears stream down on your face 
 
When you lose something you cannot replace 
 
Tears stream down on your face 
 
And on your face I... 
 
 
Tears stream down on your face 
 
I promise you I will learn from my mistakes 
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Lesson Plan For Coldplay – Fix You 
 
1. Start by writing a couple of song meanings on the board (one being true, the others false), ask the 
students to listen to the song and guess the correct meaning. (Lead-in 1) 
 
2. Ask students how we can 'fix' people (elicit help, comfort, console, etc.). Students provide examples 
(lead-in 2). Could role-play, if time permits. 
 
3. Follow the worksheet task-by-task. Play each particular part of the song twice, get feedback, then 
practice to sing each part. Build the song up bit by bit. 
 
4. Discuss in pairs, the questions at the end of the worksheet. Feedback. 
 
5. Hand-out Lyrics. Students sing. One team vs. the other team. Let them go off and practice for 5 
minutes and then come back to sing it (acapella or with music).  Winners could get a prize. 
 
6. Have students translate the song into their mother-tongue to make sure they understand it. This can 
be for homework if there isn’t enough class time.  
 
Expansion Activities: 
- Ask students to circle the present simple verbs in the lyrics. 
- Ask students to adapt and personalize the song with their own verbs and nouns. (could break up the 
song and do this in small groups) 
- Ask students to research about Coldplay and do a mini-presentation the following week. 
- Comprehension activity about Coldplay. 
 
Enjoy, and let me know how I can improve this lesson for when I teach it next. 
 
Adapted from BusyTeachers.org 
 


